PROBATE PRACTICE

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

IMMEDIATELY a person dies, no dealing with any
part of his estate is possible, as, until authorised by
either a grant of probate or administration, there is
no person capable of giving a valid receipt. When
therefore the deceased has left a will the executors
named therein (unless any of them wish to re-
nounce) should forthwith proceed to prove such
will, or, if the deceased has died intestate, the
person or persons entitled should apply for a
grant of administration.

The first step necessary to enable a grant to be
obtained is the natural one of ascertaining whether
the deceased has in fact left a will or not, and if
he has left a will, whom he has appointed his
executors and whether they are willing to act,
If he has made a will a full copy should be made
for working purposes and the original deposited
in a place of safe custody. If he has left no will,
it will be necessary to ascertain who are the per-
sons entitled to apply for a grant of administration.
The next step is to obtain full particulars of the
deceased's estate, debts, etc. The ascertaining of
the assets is in some cases a matter of great
difficulty and may involve references to banks,
stockbrokers, income tax returns and other sources
from which information may be obtained.